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4 African Union, “AU roadmap on harnessing the demographic dividend through in-
‘ vestments in youth” (Addis Ababa, 2017).
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1 Saurabh Sinha and Melat Getachew, “As Africa’s population crosses 1.5 billion,
the demographic window is opening; getting the dividend requires more time and
stronger effort”, Economic Commission for Africa, 12 July 2024.

2 World Population Prospects 2022: Summary of Results

3 Anne Sofic Westh Olsen, “Demographic window of opportunity in West Africa —
and the role of migration” (Copenhagen, Danish Institute for International Studies,
2012).
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9 Ibrahim Mayaki, “Migration is an opportunity for Africa”, African Union Develop-
ment Agency-New Partnership for Africa’s Development, 8 April 2016.

10 International Organization for Migration, Africa Migration Report: Challenging the
Narrative (Geneva, 2020.

11 Westh Olsen, “Demographic window of opportunity in West Africa —and the role of
migration”.
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6 United Nations, “Young people’s potential, the key to Africa’s sustainable develop-
ment”, 2021.

7 Paulo Drummond, Vimal Thakoor and Shu Yu, “Africa rising: harnessing the demo-
graphic dividend”, IMF Working Papers, No. 2014/143 (Washington, D.C., Inter-
national Monetary Fund, 2014).

8  Statista, “African countries with the lowest median age as of 2023”. Available at
www.statista.com/ statistics/1121264/median-age-in-africa-by-county/ (accessed on
3 February 2025).
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ILO, “Youth labour market statistics (YouthSTATS database)”,
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12 World Bank, “Fertility rate, total (births per woman)”, World Development Indica-
tors database. Available at https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SEDYN.TFRT.IN
(accessed on 9 December 2024).

13 David Lam, Murray Leibbrandt and James Allen, “The Demography of the labor
force in sub-Saharan Africa: challenges and opportunities, GLM|LIC Synthesis
Paper, No. 10,| November 2019 (Institute of Labor Economics, Bonn, Germany,
2019).
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14 Westh Olsen, “Demographic window of opportunity in West Africa —and the role of
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